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DROUGHT RESILIENCE ADOPTION AND INNOVATION HUBS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.03 am]: 
The commonwealth government’s recent commitment to establish eight drought resilience adoption and innovation 
hubs across Australia, including at least one in Western Australia, provides a real opportunity to provide tangible 
outcomes for Western Australian farmers. However, we are concerned that the hubs are mandated to be led by 
a single regional university when WA does not have a regionally headquartered university. It would be perverse 
if, once again, WA was prejudiced by grant structures that do not work for our state. WA has been an early national 
leader in encouraging drought resilience and preparedness amongst our primary producers. Our farmers have 
quadrupled grain production in the last 30 years despite worsening climate conditions. The Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development collaborates with WA universities on a number of research and development 
projects that focus on delivering for primary producers in drying conditions. 

This month, I wrote to federal Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management, David Littleproud, 
putting forward our government’s proposal for a drought hub based out of the Merredin Dryland Research Institute. 
The McGowan government recently invested $1.8 million to boost the capacity of the Dryland Research Institute 
to support continued advances in dryland farming systems research. Four laboratories on the site have been rebuilt 
to modern standards and another two added to accommodate research involving pathology, soils processing, and 
plant and grain quality analysis. These new additions complement DPIRD’s existing infrastructure at the Merredin 
research station, including 600 hectares for field trials with irrigation, and rainout shelters for drought and heat stress 
research. We also see the potential for the Frank Wise Institute of Tropical Agriculture in Kununurra to play a role 
in a northern drought hub. Both the Frank Wise Institute and the Merredin Dryland Research Institute have a strong 
history of bringing together scientists from universities and CSIRO with department researchers to collaborate on 
farming system challenges. 

I have requested that Minister Littleproud reconsider the proposal for the eight nationwide hubs to be led by a single 
regional university. Although most WA universities have small campuses in the regions, there are no universities 
based in regional WA and none that has a presence in drought hotspots. I have urged Minister Littleproud to consider 
a different model in WA, more like a cooperative research centre, to incentivise our WA-based universities to play 
a leading role in the science program delivered from the Merredin Drylands Research Institute and the Frank Wise 
Institute in Kununurra. 

The formal competitive process to select up to two hubs is expected to open in October, and we will be working with 
WA’s universities to put forward the best possible case for our state. 
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